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Woori Yallock Primary School 
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ACROSS OLIVER’S DESK 
Dear Parents, 

 

GRANDPARENTS DAY/SPECIAL PERSONS DAY 
A reminder that this Friday is our Grandparents/Special Person’s Day. For 
the first time we are combining this day with a theme day. As it is ‘Book 
week’ we are asking students to come dressed as their favourite book 
character. The idea behind the day is simply for students to have a bit of 
fun but also be immersed in the world of book characters, raising the profile 
of reading at the school.   Every year we have an issue with parking at 
school with so many visitors coming to the school all at once. On Friday 
staff will park on the top end of the basketball court so that visitors can park 
in the staff car park.  
 
 
POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY 
Continuing with our innovative approach to education we have embraced 
the concept of positive psychology as a school.  Positive psychology takes 
a strengths based approached to life and research shows this leads to 
greater productivity and outcomes in general.  Some of the practical 
components to this approach we have implemented at school include: 
 Writing down the three best things that have happened to you each day 
 Explicitly teaching the agreed 24 strengths that we all have within us 
 Providing opportunities for staff and students to be grateful – gratitude 

is the key to happiness 
 Making lists of things we are grateful for staff completing a character 

strengths survey to identify what their signature strengths are and then 
trying to call on these strengths whenever possible 

 
This approach has been undertaken by huge international corporate 
companies such as IBM, as well as prestigious schools like Geelong 
Grammar.   Staff and students alike are continuing to embrace this initiative 
started by Danny Hyndman two years ago. 
 
 

 

11th May  2017 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Thursday 25th May  -   

 Book Fair runs to 30th 

 May 

Friday 26th May - 

 Grandparent’s /Special 

 Person’s Day 

Friday 26th May— 

 Dress as favourite 

 Book Character Day 

Friday 2nd June— 

 Fun Run 

Monday  5th June— 

 Principal for the Day! 
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Continued……..  
 

KISS AND DROP 

Because our school has been recognised as a leader in 

education across the valley, we continue to grow in terms 

of enrolments. This has put a strain on car parking across 

the school. The best way we can alleviate this problem is to 

keep our kiss and drop moving. Please make sure you 

keep moving up the line when gaps appear and please 

refrain from stopping to have conversations with other 

parents when in the kiss and drop line. We want to make 

picking up and dropping as easy for parents as possible.  
  

 ZOO EXCURSION 
In the past our junior school council has focused on helping 
endangered animals, from the mountain gorilla to the lead 
beaters possum. In the same vain it was great for me to 
hear how much our students enjoyed the grade 1/2 zoo 
excursion. I have heard that our students represented the 
school well and I would like to thank all of the parent 
helpers that went along on the day. Thank you also to our 
hard working staff for organising the day!  
 
 
CROSS COUNTRY 
Last Friday in cool conditions we had a large contingent of 
students compete in cross country against local schools. 
We had some fantastic results come out of the day with the 
following students making it through to the regional cross 
country in the middle of June. 
Sukey – placed 3

rd
 (11 girls) 

Ashlyn  – placed 3
rd

(12 girls) 
Indi – placed 5

th
 

Patrisha – placed 7
th
 

Kobi – placed 8
th  

Jena, Natasha 10th 
Congratulations to all of our other students who competed 
on the day as well. 
 
 
Have a great week! 
And remember when life gets a little difficult, escape to the 
wonderful world of a book! 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 
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Personal Property 
Autumn has been glorious and we will have some chilly mornings and lovely 
afternoons. Already staff are collecting lost jumpers and placing them in lost 
property for parents to find. Talk to your child to increase their personal 
organisation of their belongings and the steps needed to ensure successful 
completion of this. Please check your child’s clothing is clearly labelled so it 
can be returned if it is found in the school grounds.  Remember, Veronica our 
school chaplain and myself can help out with spare uniform.   
 
Platypus Education Group Visit
Jen, from Platypus Education Group, visited  3/4A on 19/5/2017. To help us 
count how many bands and plastic rings we collected to save 
the platypus and other wildlife.
We collected 227 in total and learnt the mantra - "See it, Snip it, 
Bin it!" We are now official Platypus Protectors.  
Jen also read us a letter from David Attenborough, who is proud 
and excited about the work of Platypus Education Group, and 
hopes we all keep protecting our wildlife. 
 
 
Attendance 
I am pleased that parents are calling to explain absences. This 
really helps us as we are able to communicate effectively with 
all relevant staff early in the school day.  Thanks everyone! 
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Supporting School Success!-Wellbeing Report  

  
Woori Wallabies Playgroup –every Tues - Multi-purpose classroom 
1:30-3:00pm 
Whole School Head Lice Screening-date to be confirmed 
Breakfast program Tues & Thurs-cooking room 8:15am onwards 
Homework club 3-6- Thursdays 3:10-4pm -Multi-purpose classroom 
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee- Multi-purpose 
classroom 
Interchange sibling club-every Thursday afterschool 3:10-4:00pm 



 
 
Activities at break times 
 
Our activity timetable is up and running. Many 
students enjoy experiencing a range of 
supervised activities over the course of the 
week and I’d like to encourage parents to 
remind children of the activities offered which 
may help students learn new skills in a fun and 

supportive manner. Some of the things we will be offering are different 
games, from bat tennis through to Zumba, choir, chess club and bring your 
device to school day.  
 
Scabies Alert 
A student has been diagnosed with SCABIES, which is a highly contagious 
parasitic skin infestation. Please read the information below and watch your 
child for any signs or symptoms of this illness. Thank you for helping to 
decrease the spread of illness in our classrooms. Please notify the school if 
your child develops symptoms. 
 
Signs and Symptoms of Illness 

 Pimple-like irritations, burrows or rash of the skin, especially the webbing 
between the fingers; the skin folds on the wrist, elbow, or knee; the 
waistband and/or the abdomen. 

 Intense itching, especially at night and over most of the body. It is very 
rarely on the face. 

Sores on the body caused by scratching. These sores can sometimes 
become infected with bacteria. 

Treatment 
Several prescription lotions are available to treat 
scabies. Your doctor will need to make a diagnosis of 
Scabies before treatment can begin. 
 
Exclusion from School 
Infested people need to be excluded from school or the 
workplace until the day following the first application of 
appropriate treatment. 
Prevention measures include educating the public 
about the mode of spread, early diagnosis and 
treatment, and promoting good personal hygiene. 
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  Recess Lunch 

Monday   Chess – Andre 

Tuesday 
8:15am – Running 
Club 

Board Games – Miss 
McDonald 
BTN – Jess H 

Reading – Mrs Harris 
Bat Tennis – Fiona 
  

Wednesday Zumba – Miss Greig 
  

Mindfulness – Libby 
Mary – Keep the School 
Beautiful 
P-2 Choir - Clive 

Thursday Lego Building & Pokemon – 
Flick 

iPads – Kerri D 
3-6 Choir - Clive 

Friday Writing – Mr Fielding 
  

Electronics – Miss Ward 



Extra-Curricular Activities and Supports 
We promote many opportunities for families and students to be an active part 
of our local community and encourage parents to be a part of our extra-
curricular activities.  Our welfare team are available to support families in 
times of need as we have established partnerships with a number of 
services. Simone Turner supports both students and parents to help them 
overcome challenges. We offer playgroup on Tuesday afternoons, Home 
Work Club for students in Grade 3-6, student mentors, weekly parent coffee 
catch ups, parent forums, guitar & keyboard lessons, choir, holiday camps for 

students, soup days in winter and many other activities 
throughout the year.  We would love to meet you so 
see myself or Veronica for further information!   
 
Intervention Programs 
A number of students are now settled working hard in 
their specialised program. Children are now starting 
Fast for Word and I will be offering information 
sessions to parents after school.  Please speak to me if 
you would be interested in coming along. Also talk to 
staff about your child’s progress at- 
LLI 
Quick Smart Literacy 
Quick Smart Numeracy 
 

Cyber Safety 
We receive ongoing concerns from parents about young people’s behaviour 
on-line. As a school, we integrate cyber safety into our wellbeing policies, 
establishing clear procedures to deal with incidents, and deliver curriculum 
around the smart, safe and responsible use of technology. More information 
can be found at www.esmart.org.au Also I would encourage parents to 
become familiar with the links on the school’s webpage. Flick has done a 
fantastic job at providing access to information quickly for parents. 
 
 
What does eSmart mean? 
eSmart assists teachers, students and the whole school community embrace 
the benefits of technology and reduce exposure to cyberspace risks such as 
cyberbullying, identity theft, online sexual predation and accessing or 
sending inappropriate images and content. 
Need help with social media? 
  
The office of eSafety has a great webpage with lots of information on 
cybersafety issues. In particular it has lots of practical information on the 
different social media apps that you and/or your children may be accessing. 
Visit the site below to find out more… 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/games-apps-and-social-
networking 
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Highlights from around the school! 

Woori Wallabies Playgroup-Tuesday’s 1:30-3:00pm in the Multi-purpose 
Room  
 

Dates & Themes 
30

th
 May-Jungle Animals  

6
th

 June-Africa 
13

th
 June-Trains 

20
th

 June-Dinosaurs (last session for the term)
 
Our Playgroup continues to grow from strength to 
strength. Please spread the word that Woori 
Wallabies Playgroup is open to anyone in the 
community. Don’t forget to bring a piece of fruit! We 
welcome all parents and carers to be a part of our group and we appreciate 
parents helping us run the program. 

Our school proudly has a partnership with Interchange where we support a 
sibling respite program in the cooking room on Thursday’s afterschool.  

 

 

 

INTERCHANGE OUTER EAST (IOE) is a non-profit, community based 
organisation which supports families who have a child or young person with a 
disability, living in Melbourne’s outer eastern regions of Knox, Maroondah 
and Yarra Ranges. 
Through offering a range of programs and services, Interchange opens 
opportunities to families and allows them the choice of how this support is 
provided. If you are looking for further information or you know someone here 
in the Yarra Valley please see me or contact-       
Yarra Valley office   

Coordinators: Heather Sayer & Sarah Ward 

Address: Yarraburn Centre, 1 Park Rd, Yarra Junction 

Phone: (03) 59672433    Email: activ8@ioe.org.au 
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Don’t forget Book Fair! 
We are all getting in the spirit of Education Week and Cheryl and our ES staff 
have been working hard at our Pirate theme for Book Fair.  Many staff will be 
coming dressed as a favourite book character on Friday at our Grandparent 
and Friends Event.  We look forward to celebrating your child’s education so 
see you all then 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Welfare Officer 
Andre Campbell 
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We would like to invite you to our Grandparent’s & Special Friend’s Day 

Woori Yallock Primary School on Friday 26th May from 1.00pm—3.00pm to help me with 

visit classrooms. 

Afternoon tea will be provided and you can browse our  

Book Fair with your Grandchild 

Time: 1:00 to 3.00pm 

1.00pm—afternoon tea 

1:30 Book Character parade 

2:00—3pm Classroom 

activities and Book Fair. 
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 BIG THANKS TO 
LAUNCH FRESH 
FOR PROVIDING 

FRESH FRUIT 
FOR OUR 

PLAYGROUP  

I’m saddened by the recent news of the terrorist attack in Manchester 

and the loss of innocent lives. It seems like there is not a week goes by 

without hearing about some senseless act of violence. In many ways, 

we may often think that we are immune to such acts of violence, living 

so far away in our ‘Sunburnt Country.’ But I wonder if we have thought 

about the amount of violence we watch on screens, allow our children to 

play games where violence is acted out and perhaps within the confines 

of our homes, or use hurtful words that can be hurtful and destroy?  

 

Have you considered how we can perpetuate violence with our words 

and actions? We can hurt others by the things we do and say – or the 

things we don’t do and say. My mother, being a strong advocate for 

justice, would often say, “Evil prospers, when good men do nothing.”  

 

It seems like it takes more courage to save and preserve life than it 

does to take it. It takes more strength not to fight than it does to hold 

your own. It’s often harder to make peace in our marriages, our homes 

and our places of work than it is to criticise. It is harder for our pride and 

ambition to humble ourselves and extend the hand of forgiveness or 

even ask for it, than it is to forgive. It is harder to love, to sacrifice in 

words and actions and to let go of tension, grudges, gossip and 

resentment. A commitment to non-violence starts within the home. 

 

When I think about what’s going on in the world right now, the world is 

ready for more peacemakers. What stand are you going to make? Let’s 

be committed to building homes that are safe and where each member 

is treated with love and respect.  

  
Blessings, 

Veronica 
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CAMPS, SPORTS & 

EXCURSIONS FUND  

(CSEF) 

Families who held a 

concession card as at 

the 30th of January 

2017 may be eligible for 

the Camps, Sports & 

Excursion Fund for your 

child/ren.  

Please complete the 

application form as 

soon as possible and 

return to the office.   

Applications close on 

June 30 and will not be 

accepted after this 

date.  See Lani in the 

office if you have any 

queries.  Please note 

families who made an 

application through 

Woori Yallock Primary 

School in 2016 are not 

required to complete 

another form in 2017. 
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Tuition in Classical Ballet, Jazz Ballet, Tap Dancing, Hip Hop & Pilates

 
Small friendly classes held at 

Launching Place Primary School, 
Carter St, Launching Place. 

5964 6629 or 0409 960 713 

spendlovedancing@gmail.com 

mailto:spendlovedancing@gmail.com


 
 

13 



 

14 

 



 

15 

 

Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

  
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 
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SPONSORS OF WOORI YALLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Catalogue on Sale Wednesday  24th May —Tuesday  30th May  2017 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7AM-7PM MONDAY TO  
THURSDAY 

9AM-7PM 

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM FRIDAY &  
SATURDAY 

9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 9AM-5PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 

DRIVE THROUGH BOTTLE SHOP 

PHONE: 5964 7202 


