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MARCH 
Monday 13th  March    Labour Day Public Holiday 
Wednesday 22nd—24th March  Grade 5/6 Urban Camp 
Friday 24th March    Grade 3/4 Athletics  
Wednesday 28th March   2018 Prep Information Evening 

This newsletter and other notices can be found on the website at www.woorips.vic.edu.au 
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Hi everyone, school council had their first meeting last week, which was both informative and 
enthusiastic in terms of the many ideas that were put forward. I congratulate Kate Russel on again 
being elected as our school council president and Kylie Davey as our vice president. I look forward 
to working with our council so that we can continue to make our school the best it can be.  This week 
we should be getting our new school signs sponsored by Barry Plant. One of the boards will 
advertise our 2018 prep parent information evening and the other is going to be a more permanent 
board advertising our school! Thank you to Mary Menta for organising this. 
 
AUTHOR VISIT 
Last week we were lucky enough to have Frank Glew, a Canadian author visit the school and speak 
to our 3/4 students. He spoke to the students about how he organises his ideas before writing and 
spoke about the importance of communicating a message well. Frank writes his books about 
animals and uses his knowledge as a scientist to make sure that each book has a message in it 
about the environment. I would very much like to thank Frank for volunteering his time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAT CORDS 
I would like to thank all the parents that have either cut off the cords from their child’s school hat or 
have sent a letter giving permission for the teacher to do so. I do believe the cords are dangerous 
and I really hope that the Education Department mandates that they are to be removed. 
 

Icy Pole Friday 
Kids can buy an Icy 

Pole for $1 
Each Friday 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook&source=images&cd=&docid=lMfuKtl_cszQXM&tbnid=OC7j3eyEmU2vOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Faepisb.org%2Ffacebook&ei=p6JpU9jNNI2jkQWT1oHoBg&bvm=bv.66111022,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNGTZMGq1PIPk5abgPvtbK68FuQsjw&us


Continued …….. 
 
OXFAM TRAILWALKER 
Once again this year we are continuing our excellent relationship with Oxfam by allowing our school 
to be a checkpoint for the event. This event is a major fundraiser for our school, but as an event it is 
also a high profile international fundraising event.  Oxfam Trailwalker will be held over the weekend 
of 7-9

th
 April, commencing in Wheelers Hill and finishing at Wesburn Park.  We have had fantastic 

parent support in the past and we are looking for help again with running the BBQ. If you can give up 
some time to help please contact myself or Mrs Menta. 
 
PLAYGROUP 
Andre, Carol and Veronica are again running our Woori playgroup sessions on Tuesday afternoons. 
It is a fantastic initiative by the school and we hope to see it grow even further.  Some of the activities 
on offer include: singing (what a voice Andre has, if you love playschool come and see Andre in 
action!), construction, painting, free play, sandpit play, and playing on our playground equipment. All 
are welcome and it’s totally free. If you have a toddler come along and enjoy the wonderful Woori 
welcome and Andre’s voice! 
 
ELECTIVES 
Our recess and lunch time electives have begun and are going well. Some parents have asked me to 
clarify the iPads option on a Friday. On Friday’s students can either use one of the school’s iPad’s or 
students can bring their own device, the session will happen every Friday lunch time! Teachers will 
change what they offer as electives during the middle of next term. Junior School Council advises the 
teachers on activities they would like to see offered.  
 
A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT 
Late last year AITSL, Australian Institute of Teaching and School Leadership, conducted a case 
study on our school, the report will be ready in a few weeks and I look forward to relaying the 
information to our school community. AITSL only conducted 11 case studies last year throughout all 
of Australia and only 2 in Victoria, of which we are one. I think it’s fantastic that our school is getting 
the  recognition it deserves.  
 
HOUSE SPORTS 
On Thursday 30

th
 of March we will be running our jumping/throwing sports for all year levels. A note 

about the sports will go home next week.  
 
SWIMMING 
Last week I had the privilege of visiting some of the groups that went swimming. I have been really 
impressed by the program run at the Yarra Centre regardless of each individual’s ability.  When I was 
at high school (a long time ago) I was a member of the school’s swim team. What our top two groups 
were doing was very impressive. 
 
CHAMPS / HIGH EXPECTATIONS AND RESPECT AWARDS 
Parents, teachers and students have all given feedback that because of our 
rapidly growing school, assemblies on a Monday morning are taking too long 
and are eating into learning time. To make assemblies go a little quicker we 
have decided to combine the champs and high expectations award into one 
award. The award will now be called, ‘The Woori MVP award’. Most valuable 
person of the week. We will still continue with writer, reader, speller and 
mathlete of the week. 
 
Quote of the Week – “I really like it here except that in Queensland you don’t 
have to wear shoes all the time. Chelsea Brooks grade 3/4B.” 
 
And remember when life gets a little difficult escape to the wonderful world of 
a book! 
 



Wellbeing Report—Welcome Everyone! 

Dates- 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup – Tuesdays in the multipurpose 1:30-3:00pm 
Breakfast program Tues & Thurs-cooking room 8:15am onwards 
Homework club-will start in Term 2 
Head Lice Program- Thurs 2nd March   
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee in the multipurpose room 
Interchange sibling club-starting Thursday 11

th
 Feb 3:10-5:15pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 7 Already!!!! 
It’s been great to meet families at the beginning of the day with most people looking forward to the 
day ahead.  Now that children and families have settled into the rhythm of school routines there is a 
wonderful heartbeat across all the classrooms.  Many parents comment to me that their child shrugs 
their shoulders or gives minimal responses when they ask them how their day was.  Please consider 
the language you use and be more specific. 
 Tell me something you liked doing today? 
 Tell me something you didn’t like doing today? 
 What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 
 
The second question is important.  As adults there are things that we need to do even though we 
don’t like the thought and we find ways to deal with these appropriately. For children all learning 
experiences are building of prior knowledge.  Particularly when children find a learning area 
challenging, this question can give you the insight into how they are coping and you can have a 
reassuring conversation.  Personal challenges are very powerful mind blocks so being aware and 
talking through concerns will really help your child know that you are supporting them. These 
conversations will plant the seeds in their minds that will add to their character strengths including 
resilience, working tough and working through. A problem shared is a problem halved! 

 
 

Parent Helpers 
There are many ways parents and carers support us at the school and 
many hands make light work! We are grateful to all the adults who give 
up their time to help us with the many valuable behind the scenes jobs!  
Many thanks to everyone who helps listen to the children read, changing 
readers, supporting groups in math rotations or in the classrooms, 
helping in our Breakfast program and our Playgroup (only some of the 
ways!).  If you can spare a little bit of time or if you are willing to help out 
by washing some of our second hand uniform there are many ways to 
can make a difference and help.  Please see myself or staff if you are 
interested! 
 



 
Parent Education Websites 

 
 

There are many websites offering tips to help parents manage 
everyday needs and home concerns. Kidspot (Aust) is one that I 
found that brings you the tools, tips and advice to help you 
handle the most common school obstacles ranging from 
routines, school budgeting, developing organisation through to 
head lice control. Please have a look at- http://
www.kidspot.com.au/ 
 

 
On the Raising Children website, parents will find reliable and 
scientifically validated information and resources to support 
them in the day-to-day work of raising children and looking after 
their own needs. The website is growing all the time and covers 

a broad range of up-to-date parenting topics- http://
raisingchildren.net.au/ 

Head Lice Health Report 
I ran our whole school screening program and we had the best results ever! I 
have to say I was stunned given the severe outbreak we had last year and my 
data suggested it was going to continue into 2017. In total, 253 children screened 
and our results were- 
Nits-20 
Live lice-10 
Total infestation-20 
I’m thrilled that by working together we have achieved an incredible result!  
Thank you so much parents for monitoring, treating and notifying us.  I will 
continue to promote future screening dates on all lice alert notices that go home.  
I really hope we can maintain these results into next term.  I will book Julie the 
Shire of Yarra Ranges nurse to come back next term. 

Lisa Tanner in our Before & Afterschool Care program sells a product called, “Nit Free for Me” which 
helps tame frizz and fly away hair. A number of parents have confidence in this product so please 
speak to Lisa if you are interested. 
 
As with many common childhood illnesses, head lice are spread so easily because when children 
play together they usually have very close contact. When children play closely or cuddle each other 
it's easy enough for a louse to, literally, walk from one child's hair to another. Generally speaking, the 
longer the hair the greater the chance a child has of getting head lice. I encourage all families to 
continually monitor and treat your children. 
 
Please remember if any parents have any questions or need advice about head lice and treatment 
options please see me. Through our screening process it appears to be an ongoing issue where 
some children identified are not being treated effectively. The only way to stop lice from reinfesting is 
to stop their cycles, so repeat treatment and removal of the eggs is your only option. 
 
For additional information please go to- 
http://ideas.health.vic.gov.au/guidelines/school-exclusion-table.asp 
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/regulations.htm 
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/ 
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Icy-pole Grade 6 Graduation Fundraising Drive  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have to say there are a lot of smiles at lunchtime and afterschool, especially on these hot days the 
icy-pole sales are going strong! We would like to thank all parents for supporting the school with 
buying and supplying icy-poles AND giving your child $1.00 to buy one. All proceeds go towards the 
Grade 6 Graduation dinner and 2018 grade six uniform.  
 

Activities at Recess & Lunchtime 
While the swimming program has been on it has impacted on our break time activities. Guitar lessons 
with Clive before school are still running.  Our program will be running full steam next week!  

 
 

 2017 Intervention Programs 
We offer a number of programs that help strengthen student learning 
outcomes- 
LLI 
Fast for Word 
Quick Smart Literacy 
Quick Smart Numeracy 
 
 

Attendance & Absences 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE 
ATTENDANCE and PUNCTUALITY RATES of our students. We 
encourage all parents to call the office when your child is going to be 
away. Also a note explaining their absence is required. 
 
 
 

  Recess Lunch 

Monday 
Running-Miss 
White & Mr Round 

Chess & games-Andre 

Tuesday 
Board Games-Miss 
McDonald & Jess 
H 

Reading-Mrs Harris 
Bat Tennis-Fiona 

Wednesday 
Skipping-Miss 
Greig & Mrs Symes 

Mindfulness-Libby 
Keep the School Beau-
tiful-Mrs Menta 

Thursday 
Pokemon-Flick Finger knitting-Kerri D 

Friday 
Basketball-Mr 
Fielding 
Drawing-Jess W 

BYOD, I-Pad-Miss 
Ward 



Don’t forget about second hand uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform donations. Thank you to those 
parents for the donations of spare clothing. We regularly assist children with toileting accidents and 
we are desperate for small sized girl’s underwear and socks. We try hard to avoid asking parents to 
come down to change their child so any donations will help out enormously. We also ask parents to 
provide your child with a change of underwear in their bag. All funds raised support our school 
breakfast program. Your generosity allows all our children to have a healthy start to the day. Keep 
them coming! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Bank Victorian School’s Breakfast Program- Breakfast Club 
Tues & Thurs at 8am 
A good breakfast can not only change a child’s morning it can make a big difference to their learning 
and behaviour. Unfortunately 1 in 7 Australian children arrive at school each day without having had 
breakfast (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2013). We are lucky to have been chosen to be one of the 
500 schools across Victoria that receives breakfast staple foods including oats, wheat bix, canned 
fruit, UHT milk and baked beans. This program will strengthen the resources we have to run our 
Breakfast Program. Don’t forget, Breakfast Club at school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 
cooking room from 8:15am! All are welcome. 
 

Playgroup Tuesday’s 1:30-3:00pm Multi-purpose Room 
 
Welcome everyone, our starting time is at 1.30pm, but please don't be put off coming if you can't get 
here in time - just come when you can! This term we will look at a number of themes starting with 
connections between families and people. We hope to offer stimulating craft activities and this week 
we had Maria from Yarra Junction Library/Story Time come along!  

Playgroup Dates & Themes 
14

th
 Feb-Belonging 

21
st

 Feb-Cats & Dogs 
28

th
 Feb-Friends  

7
th

 Mar-Pirates 
14

th
 Mar-Books (Eastern Library Story Time visit) 

21
st

 Mar-Easter (last session for the term)  

 
State School Relief 
We can help families who are experiencing financial hardship to 
purchase school uniform. Please see me for assistance.   
 

Staff Car Park  
Particularly in the mornings it would help staff enormously that parents please park in the public 
parking areas.  Parents can also park across the road (in the service road area). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school proudly has a partnership with Interchange where we support a sibling respite program in 
the cooking room on Thursday’s afterschool.  
 
INTERCHANGE OUTER EAST (IOE) is a non-profit, community based organisation which supports 
families who have a child or young person with a disability, living in Melbourne’s outer eastern 
regions of Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges. 
 
Through offering a range of programs and services, Interchange opens opportunities to families and 
allows them the choice of how this support is provided. If you are looking for further information or 
you know someone here in the Yarra Valley please see me or contact- 
 
Yarra Valley office 
Coordinators: Heather Sayer & Sarah Ward 
Address: Yarraburn Centre, 1 Park Rd, Yarra Junction 
Phone: (03) 59672433    Email: activ8@ioe.org.au 

 
Swimming Highlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Tips  
 Support your child with schoolwork and school life. Show interest by asking what your child has 

done during the day, what homework they are working on, and whether they need any help.  
 Get involved in school life, through parent-teacher interviews, helping out in the classroom, or 

volunteering in the many projects and activities running at school. 
 Focus on your child’s strengths and the effort they put in. Praise your child for what they’re good 

at, and let them know you’re proud of them for trying things they find difficult. 
 Talk with the teacher/staff to find out how your child is going. A good relationship between 

school and home will ensure the best outcomes for your child.  
 

Primary Wellbeing Officer 
Andre Campbell 

mailto://activ8@ioe.org.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Footy Fans, 
 
If you wish to join the tipping competition please use the following steps: 
 
Google:     https://tipping.afl.com.au/tipping/index.html#/tipping  
Click on the BLUE:   Sign up Now 
 
If you tipped last year you should be able to update your competition details,  if not,  start by creating 
your own profile by entering your details.  Do not use your full surname just your 1

st
 initial. Choose 

your tipping alias where it says username, ie: “Blueslose” not your real name, this will be displayed on 
the AFL tipping site.  After you have done this please go to your account settings and at the bottom of 
the page you can opt out of receiving advertising for betting on footy. 
 
When you have completed this stage you can then join the Woori Yallock Primary School tipping 
competition. 
 
Click on:  Comps 
Then Click on: Join a Comp   
Search for: WYPS or enter code:  2JN95W44 
 
Results of search will show WYPS,   Click JOIN. 
 
This is where you get to marry up your personal profile with the Woori Yallock Primary School profile.  
 
You should then be a member of our group competition. You may not see your alias on the list as it 
only displays the top 6 members but it should increase membership by 1 when you are on. 
 
Students with any queries are welcome to come to the office and see Ellen on Wednesdays. 
 
Good Luck !  
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A sure certainty is that at some stage of our life, we will face being hurt by others. When we have 
been hurt, we will experience pain, suffering and feelings of betrayal and loss.  To ensure we don’t 
stay stuck in the pain, hatred and bitterness, it is important that we work through these emotions. 
 
A key to helping us live in freedom from people or events that once hurt us is forgiveness. Without the 
practice of forgiveness, we are likely to become bitter, but bitterness eventually affects every part of 
us and the people around us. 
 
We are sadly mistaken if we think that holding onto bitterness and resentment hurts those who hurt 
us. In truth, it keeps us chained to them and means we become their victim. Nelson Mandela, who 
spent 27 years in prison, made the choice not to remain bitter at his mistreatment. He so wisely said, 
“Resentment is like drinking poison, then hoping it will kill your enemies.” 
 
It takes courage to face our past hurts and deal with the discomfort and pain. Forgiving is a sign of 
strength and that brings release and healing; it doesn’t let those who have hurt us off the hook and it 
doesn’t mean denying our feelings over what has happened. It does, however, give us the power and 
freedom to redefine who we are, from victim to victor. Forgiving someone doesn’t mean that they are 
free from being responsible for what they have done; it means acknowledging the offence,  but no 
longer feeling the need for revenge. 
 
Forgiving doesn’t automatically mean the relationship is instantly healed; it usually takes time to 
rebuild but forgiveness can be the start of your personal healing. It also doesn’t necessarily mean 
reconciling, because sometimes reconciliation is not possible. It takes two willing people to reconcile, 
but only takes one to forgive. Some good advice to follow is, don’t wait to ‘feel’ you are ready to 
forgive; it is a decision we make because it is the best choice to make. 
 
Forgiving is definitely a process. Wounds take time to heal and there will always be a scar that 

remains, but eventually they won’t cause as much pain as we learn to move forward. 

 
 
Blessings, 
Veronica 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND  (CSEF) 
 
 
Families who held a concession card as at the 30

th
 of January 2017 may be eligible for the Camps, 

Sports & Excursion Fund for your child/ren.  Please complete the application form as soon as possible 
and return to the office.  Applications close on June 30 and will not be accepted after this date.  See 
Lani in the office if you have any queries.  Please note families who made an application through 
Woori Yallock Primary School in 2016 are not required to complete another form in 2017. 













 

Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

 
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 
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PHONE: 5964 7202 

SPONSORS OF WOORI YALLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

DRIVE THROUGH BOTTLE SHOP 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7AM-7PM MONDAY TO  

THURSDAY 

9AM-7PM 

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM FRIDAY &  

SATURDAY 

9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 9AM-5PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 

Catalogue on Sale Wednesday  15th  March  —Tuesday  21st  March  2017 


