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MARCH 
Thursday 30th March  House Sports from 12:00pm 
Friday 31st March   Last Day of Term  - dismissal at 2.30pm 
Friday 31st March   Easter Raffle Draw 2.15pm at Assembly 
APRIL 
Tuesday 18th April   1st Day of Term Two  (Don’t come Easter Monday!) 

This newsletter and other notices can be found on the website at www.woorips.vic.edu.au 

 

 
Hi everyone, it’s been another big couple of week at Woori Yallock Primary School. With the grade 
5/6’s going to the city camp, the 3/4’s had athletics day, Mr Mac was filmed as part of the linking 
learning initiative and the 3/4’s had an incursion to learn about the platypus.  
 
GRADE 5/6 CAMP 
I was lucky enough to attend the first day of the grade 5/6 camp. There is nothing better for a teacher 
than to see young people amazed by something they have never seen before. An example of this 
was when we arrived at Flinders Street Station, went up the escalator and walked across Swanston 
Street to Federation Square. Some of our students were doing 360 degree turns looking at the 
wonderful city scape that is Melbourne. Activities on the camp included a trip to the Polly Woodside, 
Old Melbourne Gaol, the MCG (including going to the Carlton Vs Richmond round one match), the 
Zoo and night mini golf. Students caught trams and trains to every destination. The learning 
experience for our students is huge. 
 
I would like to thank our hard working staff for organising and going on camp, Mrs Verhoef, Mrs 
Wallace, Mrs Campbell, Miss White, Mr Fielding, Mr Round and Miss Howe. Teachers going on 
camp are on duty 24hrs a day and do not receive any extra recompense. From someone that has 
been on a lot of camps it is not a holiday for staff. 
 
I would also like to thank Sira Spenceley for going on camp as a parent helper!   Our camp programs 
are carefully designed to make sure our students have a range of learning experiences while 
promoting independence and resilience.  The grade 3/4 students go to Ballarat at the end of term 
two to learn about life in the 1850’s.  
 
RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
In keeping with our focus on positive psychology, last week and this week are designated ‘Random 
Acts of Kindness’ week at WYPS. The whole idea being is that if you perform kind acts for others 
then this is what leads to genuine happiness. This is in contrast to the idea that money and 
materialistic things make us happy. 
There were many great acts across the school for the week from gratitude letters, to simply doing 
nice things for friends like sharpening their pencils. I know some parents benefitted from this at home 
as well!  
 
2018 SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING 
On Wednesday we are running an information evening for perspective 2018 parents. Our results and 
teaching methods have meant that we have become very popular. I am constantly conducting tours 
of our school, which is one of my favourite jobs because I get to talk about how fantastic we are. At 
the information evening I will be handing most of that over to our school captains and our wonderful 
prep team.  
 

Icy Pole Friday 
Kids can buy an Icy 

Pole for $1 
Each Friday 
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Continued …….. 
 
HOUSE SPORTS 
On Thursday 30th of March we will be running our jumping/throwing sports for all year levels. House 
sports will begin at 12noon. Come along and see your students compete for house points. Please 
encourage students to come dressed in their house colours. 
 
EASTER RAFFLE  
Don’t miss out on your Easter raffle tickets, they are available from the office all week. 
 
END OF TERM 
A reminder that next Friday March 31st the school day finishes at 2:30pm and brings term 1 to an 
end. As we do each year we will be having an assembly at 2:15pm on the Friday to hold our Easter 
raffle. Hopefully you can make it along and win some goodies, which is always a great way to start 
the holidays.  
 
Quote of the Week – Are we at camp yet? Mat Cotton Gr 5/6, we were at Ringwood station, a long 
way from Royal Park.  
 
And remember when life gets a little difficult escape to the wonderful world of a book! 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 

 



Welcome Everyone!-Wellbeing Report  

Dates- 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup – Tuesdays in the multipurpose 1:30-3:00pm 
Breakfast program Tues & Thurs-cooking room 8:15am onwards 
Homework club-will start in Term 2   
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee in the multipurpose room 
Interchange sibling club-starting Thursday 11

th
 Feb 3:10-5:15pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 9-End of Term Already! 
This term it’s been great getting to know families and helping to set our students up for success.  An 
enormous amount of care and planning has been invested in our students and it’s satisfying to see 
how settled our children are in their learning. The team of staff at Woori Yallock ranging from the 
school improvement team, teachers, integration aides, office staff, Veronica, Dawn and Before/After 
School Care team are some of the faces familiar to you yet there are others quietly behind scenes 
working towards the common goals of getting the best out of your child. This includes the specialist 
professionals including Simone Turner family psychologist, DET speech pathologist and 
psychologist, Occupational Therapists and our mentors.   
 
There are many ways parents and carers support us at the school and many hands make light work. 
We are grateful to all the adults who give up their time to help us with the many valuable behind the 
scene jobs.  Many thanks to everyone who helps listen to the children read, change readers, support 
groups in math rotations or in the classrooms, help in our Breakfast program and our Playgroup 
(only some of the ways!)  If you can spare a little bit of time or if you are willing to help out by 
washing some of our second hand uniform there are many ways to can make a difference and help.  
Please see myself or staff if you are interested!  

 
 
 
During the holidays keep in mind that everyday activities can be fun 
learning opportunities. Pretending, creating and helping allows your child 
to discover new things. 
Let your child’s imagination run wild! Encourage them to play dress ups 
or pretend to be a favourite character. Ask them tell you about it!  
What meals can you and your child prepare together? Cooking teaches 
about healthy food, numbers and measurement, science, sharing and 
new words.  
Read with your child every chance you get, words are everywhere! Talk 
about signs, food labels, and always keep a book handy. Encourage your 
child to draw or tell stories about things that they see around them. 
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks everyone for a great term and I hope you all have a safe and relaxing Easter! 



Technology Literacy  
 
Many of our younger children are using technology at home and I would like to encourage parents to 
be aware of using the privacy settings especially when using social networking sites.  
 
The Internet is a wonderful place for children to learn and have fun, but there are also dangers, and it 
is important that children are safe while online.  Here at Woori Yallock Primary School we are 
committed to on-going education about safe and responsible online behaviours and this is best 
imparted in partnership with parents and guardians.  It’s vital that children learn to be safe and 
responsible for the use of digital technologies including computers, net books, IPAD’s, phones, 
cameras etc. We would like to encourage parents to work with us and reassure this behaviour at 

home. 
  
When children use the school's internet connection there are several 
safeguards in place to ensure that inappropriate material is not allowed 
through, so that the children can enjoy using the internet safely. 

 
 
If your child has access to the internet at home, we strongly advise you to take a look at the link to 
the ACMA website, www.cybersmart.gov.au which offers advice, information and resources to help 
you find out more about how to keep your child safe online. The ACMA has a number of education 
resources for use in schools and at home. 

 
 

Term 2: AFL Tickets-Collingwood v Hawthorn Game 
Veronica and I are thrilled to say that once again we will be in a position to 
offer families tickets to see Collingwood versing Hawthorn football game.  
Last year we managed to give away 60 tickets in the matter of days and we 
were thrilled so many families supported this offer. We kindly thank the AFL 
Community Ticketing for their support and it was really satisfying to hear 
how much joy this experience brought to families.  Watch this space! 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Education Websites 
There are many websites offering tips to help 
parents manage everyday needs and home 
concerns. The DET website offers parenting 
information on children’s development  
 

 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/families.aspx 
 

 
 

School Nurse Visit  
Sarah Torsello, the School Health Nurse has been visiting the 
school this past fortnight.  If you or your child’s teacher has 
concerns about your child’s health or development, your child can 
be referred to the school nurse at any time.  Generally, parents 
may have vision or hearing concerns and Sarah can screen 
children. Please see me for further information and a referral form.   

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/mch/Pages/families.aspx


Term 2 Homework Club  

There will be changes to our student intake with Homework Club next term and 
a note will go home explaining these changes.   Due to the high numbers of 
children attending, many of the children developed positive habits and a   
number of them have “graduated” and they no longer need to attend - brilliant! 
Some parents and students struggle with homework practices and teachers will 
recommend students to be a part of it early next term.  Students will be invited 
via a notice going home and I would encourage parents to speak further with 
teachers if you believe that your child needs help.   
 

Good habits need to be practised and a range of skills need to evident so that children can eventually 
do it by themselves. Time management, organisation, concentration and self-responsibility are habits 
that need to be established. Self-discipline is a key life skill that can only be learned in the way of 
doing.  We are very keen to help your child. 

 
Attendance & Absences 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE ATTENDANCE and PUNCTUALITY RATES 
of our students. We encourage all parents to call the office when your child is going to be away. Also a 
note explaining their absence is required. 
 

Don’t forget about second Hand Uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform donations. Thank 
you to those parents for the donations of spare clothing. We regularly assist 
children with toileting accidents and we are desperate for small sized girl’s 
underwear and socks. We try hard to avoid asking parents to come down to 
change their child so any donations will help out enormously. We also ask 
parents to, provide your child with a change of underwear in their bag. All funds 
raised support our school breakfast program. Your generosity allows all our 
children to have a healthy start to the day. Keep them coming! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interchange where we support a sibling respite program in the cooking room on Thursday’s 
afterschool.  
 
INTERCHANGE OUTER EAST (IOE) is a non-profit, community based organisation which supports 
families who have a child or young person with a disability, living in Melbourne’s outer eastern regions 
of Knox, Maroondah and Yarra Ranges. 
 
Through offering a range of programs and services, Interchange opens opportunities to families and 
allows them the choice of how this support is provided. If you are looking for further information or you 
know someone here in the Yarra Valley please see me or contact- 
 
Yarra Valley office 
Coordinators: Heather Sayer & Sarah Ward 
Address: Yarraburn Centre, 1 Park Rd, Yarra Junction 
Phone: (03) 59672433    Email: activ8@ioe.org.au 
 

 
Primary Wellbeing Officer 
Andre Campbell 

mailto://activ8@ioe.org.au




 

 

 

 
On Monday of this week, I had the privilege of accompanying 15 of our grade 6 leaders to our school’s 
very first attendance at the National Young Leadership Day in the city. The theme for this year’s 
conference was IMAGINATION. The atmosphere was amazing with 4,000 students in attendance. 
The CEO of Halogen Australia, Sam Skinner encouraged students to be agents of change, with the 
change making a positive difference to others. She talked about over coming challenges, embracing 
opportunities and being the best possible version of yourself. She asked the students to think about 5 
of their core leadership values and how the values you choose to live by, becomes the ‘metal’ of your 
character. 
 
Young Triathlon and Explorer, Jade Hameister shared her thoughts about ‘rational’ verses ‘irrational 
fears.’ She was able to reflect upon her own irrational fears that could have stopped her achieving her 
goal of being the first 14 year old to conquer the “Polar Hat Trick ‘in the North Pole in April 2016. I love 
her quote, “Courage expands possibilities, fear shrinks them.” She says that being brave is a habit 
and needs to be exercised like a muscle. She has learnt the valuable life lesson of not waiting to be 
‘perfect’ to begin pursuing your dreams, “Just get started. Behave as if you are feeling brave.” I love 
that! When our behavior acts as though we are brave and courageous, our feelings will catch up with 
our actions. Another important life lesson is to be prepared and willing to fail, success is not so 
measured by the achievement but rather by the effort and journey it takes to get there. This year she 
is planning two more expeditions to Greenland and the South Pole.  Jade seeks to inspire and 
empower young woman around the world to be more active and chase their dreams. 
Matt Cosgrove, a children’s author and illustrator shared his story of reaching his dream to become 
published and recognised. He never gave up his goal and worked hard towards making his dream 
possible. He began making his own books at age 10 and expressed his creativity every chance he 
could. He practised, practised and practised. Five key points he highlighted are: 
 Perception is Everything. 
 Find your Passion and Practice. 
 People are Important. 
 Be Persistent. 
 The Power of Imagination. 
  
We all left truly inspired and motivated, challenged to look at our own personal life story and the 
possibilities that the future may hold. Each day we are writing and living our life story, so let’s work 
together, because when we link up with others of like passions, anything can be possible.  Pray you 
all have a safe and happy break time together with your friends and families and I look forward to 
seeing you all refreshed for Term 2. 
 
Blessings, 
Veronica 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND  (CSEF) 
 
 
Families who held a concession card as at the 30

th
 of January 2017 may be eligible for the Camps, 

Sports & Excursion Fund for your child/ren.  Please complete the application form as soon as possible 
and return to the office.  Applications close on June 30 and will not be accepted after this date.  See 
Lani in the office if you have any queries.  Please note families who made an application through 
Woori Yallock Primary School in 2016 are not required to complete another form in 2017. 

















 

Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

 
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 
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PHONE: 5964 7202 

SPONSORS OF WOORI YALLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

DRIVE THROUGH BOTTLE SHOP 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7AM-7PM MONDAY TO  
THURSDAY 

9AM-7PM 

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM FRIDAY &  
SATURDAY 

9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 9AM-5PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 

Catalogue on Sale Wednesday  29th  March  —Tuesday  4th April  2017 


