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ACROSS OLIVER’S DESK 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Where has the year gone? Our end of year reports will be available on Friday 
on compass. Please remember if you need a hard copy please talk to the 
office.  
 
SUKEY RUSSELL 
Last Thursday night, I attended the Rotary Club Primary School Speech 
Competition final. In the past two years Sukey has won the Yarra Valley final 
and has represented Woori Yallock P.S. with distinction. She is obviously an 
outstanding public speaker. However, going to the overall final is like going 
from Yarra Valley football to the AFL. The standard of the final is incredibly 
high as the participants are the 10 best public speakers in all of the Eastern 
Suburbs. Sukey’s speech was well refined and rehearsed and she had 
obviously spent countless hours on it. When it was Sukey’s turn to speak I 
could not have been more proud of her, it was a flawless performance. In the 
end Sukey was judged third overall and received a trophy and prize. This is 
the highest any student from our school has every placed. Well done Sukey! 

7th December  2017 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday 8th December - 

 House Sports 

Tuesday 12th December - 

 Step Up Day 

Wednesday 13th December- 

 3 way conferences 

Thursday 14th December - 

 Christmas Market & 

 Christmas Carols 

Monday 18th December  -  

 Prep—2 Water Park 

Tuesday 19th December - 

 3 way Conferences 

Thursday 21st December- 

 Grade 6 Graduation 

 Dinner 

Friday 22nd December- 

 Grade 6 Big Day Out 

Friday 22nd December - 

 Final Day of 2017 

 Dismissal at 1.30pm 
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Continued …… 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
On the 14th  December we are holding our annual Christmas Carols event. I’m 
sure the weather is going to be wonderful and I’m sure it will be a fantastic 
community event like every year.  If you can come early, 4pm to see our grade 
5/6 Christmas market that would be great, and a special visitor will be coming 
in a fire truck at the end of the evening.  
 
Money raised from the market will go towards the grade 6 jackets for 
next year and this year’s graduation dinner. 

 
 
 
 
Getting into the Christmas cheer early!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR CHRISTMAS WISH TREE 
Our Christmas wish tree idea made the local paper, which was great because 
a man from Healesville called and decided to put a few presents under the 
tree for disadvantaged children. Thank you to all the parents that have 
donated to this wonderful cause and thank you to Michelle Teklenburg and 
Veronica for setting it up. 
 
PARENT HELPER’S MORNING TEA 
It was great to see all our parent helpers at Tuesday’s parent helper’s morning 
tea. Our parent volunteers do a power of work all over the school in many, 
many areas. It was great to give back to them for once and say a big thank 
you. This year our school captains also said thank you for the incredible 
amount of work our volunteers do.  
 
STEP UP DAY 
On Tuesday of next week we have our step up day where students spend 
most of the day with their teacher and classmates for 2018.  There is a lot of 
excitement across the school and a lot of anticipation for the great year we are 
going to have next year. 

 
 
Have a great week! 
And remember when life 
gets a little difficult, escape 
to the wonderful world of a 
book! 
 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Acting Principal 
 
 
 

Congratulations to 

Thomas Musgrove on 

receiving the  

Rotary Club Junior 

Citizenship award for 

2017 
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Supporting School Success!-Wellbeing Report:  

 Breakfast program Tuesday & Thursday-cooking room 8:15am 
onwards 

 Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee-Multi-purpose 
classroom 

 Interchange sibling club-every Thursday afterschool 3:10-
5:15pm 

 
 
 Week 9 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Finishing Strong! 
We are very close to finishing the year and I would like to remind 
parents that all students must attend school until the last day of term.  
We will continue to offer stimulating classroom programs that will 
celebrate and motivate your child to continue to learn and it’s important 
that parents support staff. There are a number of fantastic activities 
planned so please remind your child the value of completing goals and 
attending school.  Thanks parents! 
 
Positive Psychology  
Positive Education brings together the science of Positive Psychology 
with best practice teaching to encourage and support individuals, 
schools and communities to flourish. The learning intentions here at 
Woori Yallock Primary School promote that Positive Education focuses 
on specific skills that assist students to strengthen their relationships, 
build positive emotions, enhance personal resilience, promote 
mindfulness, and encourage a healthy lifestyle. We aim to foster 
engagement amongst our students, encourage them to achieve and, 
ultimately, equip them with the qualities to enable them to fulfil their life 
purpose and dreams.  This practice has contributed to bringing out the 
best in all our students and we are very proud of their reports. 
 
Step Up Day Tuesday the 12

th
 December- 9:30-1:30pm 

Next Tuesday we will a terrific day running our 2018 classes.  The Step 
Up Day is extremely important for students and teachers to get to know 
each other.  This experience will establish the climate for a safe, happy 
and positive classroom environment to flow over into Term 1. The kinder 
kids will at 9.30am—12.30pm come along and officially test out Preps 
and I expect to see many confident children excited about their new 
grades. So parents at home continue to prepare your child, talk through 
worries and reassure your child that they will have an amazing time with 
their new grade next year! 
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 BIG THANKS TO 
LAUNCH FRESH 
FOR PROVIDING 

FRESH FRUIT 
FOR OUR 

PLAYGROUP  

Community Christmas Gift Donations 
Thank you for your generous donations, my elves are being kept busy 
wrapping presents for the EDVOS family violence centre and for other 
families going through a tough time. I really love the level of care people 
are going to when purchasing gifts. The community cheer is helping us 
make a magic moment! If parents or friends would like to donate a gift, 
please drop by or let me know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thankyou Volunteers/Parent Helpers Morning Tea Tues Dec 5

th
 11am 

Thank You! 
We celebrated the joint efforts from our amazing volunteers with a 
morning tea at recess. We appreciate the valuable time parents, 
grandparents/carers and our trained mentors give up supporting our 
vision for our students.  There are parents who listen and change readers, 
support in their child’s classrooms, help with Woori Wallabies Playgroup, 
sewed costumes in Production, driven children to many sports events and 
assisted on excursions.  Others assist at our sausage sizzles, work 
tirelessly at our garden working bees and many have made countless 
cupcakes to support fundraising events for our graduating Grade 6’s. We 
love seeing your faces in and around the school and we would like you to 
know that your child is always proud and looks forward to you coming in.  
Please don’t minimise your contribution and know that it helps 
enormously!  I would like to encourage more parents to have an active 
role and know there are many ways parents and others can help make a 
difference in our community.  We always value parents listening to 
children read so if you are interested please make your child’s teacher 
aware.  We are happy to coach parents on reading tips too! 

 
3 Way Conferences Coming Up 
This year it has been our pleasure getting to know not only your child, but 
you as well. Having parental support and open lines of communication is 
an essential part of any successful school year. Thank you for all you 
have done to make our year so fulfilling and memorable. On behalf of all 
staff, thank you for letting us play such an important role in your child’s 
life.  
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State School Relief 

We can help families who are experiencing financial hardship to 

purchase school uniform.  Please see me for assistance.  

 

 Medication  
For children who need medication please see Lani, Ellen and Libby in 
the morning to complete the required paperwork. At required times 
students are called up to the office to have their medicine.  
 
Term 1, Week 6 Inspiro Dental Program- 5

th
 March-9

th
 March 2018 

I have booked Inspiro in Term 1 where the dental team will come out 
and screen our students. If parents are looking for dental referrals/
advice, please see me.    
 
Labelled Jumpers  
Every week there are parents hunting down lost jumpers’ throughout the 
school.  This is a nuisance when jumpers are not found and I would like 
parents to regularly check names. Thanks! 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget about second Hand Uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform 
donations.  At present we are need of polo t-shirts especially now with 
our days warming up! All funds raised support our school breakfast 
program. Your generosity allows all our children to have a healthy start 
to the day.  Keep them coming! 
 
Food Bank Victorian School’s Breakfast Program- Breakfast Club 
Tuesday & Thursday at 8am 
A good breakfast cannot only change a child’s morning it can make a 
big difference to their learning and behaviour. 1 in 7 Australian children 
arrive at school each day without having 
had breakfast (Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 2013). We are lucky to be to be 
one of the 500 schools across Victoria that 
receives breakfast staple foods including 
oats, wheat bix, canned fruit, UHT milk 
and baked beans. This program provides 
us with most of the resources to run our 
Breakfast Program. Don’t forget, Breakfast 
Club at school on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in the cooking room from 
8:15am! All are welcome. 

 
 



School Notices & Parent Consent forms 
We have offered a number of outside events including sports days and 
camps and our time is absorbed with chasing consent.  Please return 
notices including all consent forms as soon as possible.    
 
Attendance & Absences 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE ATTENDANCE 
and PUNCTUALITY RATES of our students. I am pleased that parents 
are calling to explain absences. This really helps us as we are able to 
communicate effectively with all relevant staff early in the school day. 
Don’t forget to check out Compass, Dave and Flick can support anyone 
with questions. Compass provides our school community with a range of 
facilities that will streamline communication and provide enhanced access 
to information. It will also improve many of the school’s administration pro 
The power of positive language helps us all manage our emotional bank accounts. 

Someone’s ‘bad day’ can be an opportunity to be kind, and that a slight or 
offence could be an opportunity to apologise or forgive. 
 
Restorative practice is a strategy we use that seeks to repair 
relationships that have been damaged including those affected through 
bullying. It does this by bringing about a sense of remorse and positive 
action on the part of the offender and forgiveness by the victim. Working 
restoratively is really all about asking the right questions to students when 
things go wrong.  You see, most approaches have us putting our detective 
hats on and focusing everything in the past.  It really does not get us very 
far because we never get to the present or the future of the issue.  
  
Put simply, we ask children questions like: 
What happened? 
How has that made people feel? 
And what action needs to be taken to make that better? 
  
It’s all about teaching responsibility for your actions and knowing that 
nobody is going to do it for you.  Our job is to help them do just that … 
better and better and better 
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Continued …….. 

 
 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup Christmas Breakup 
 
 
A big thank you to the Hillcrest CFA for bringing Santa along to our annual 
party at Symes Road Park! The parents were treated to a free coffee from 
the Schaak family’s mobile coffee van, thank you, especially from me!   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Primary Welfare Officer  
Andre Campbell 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

In our modern world, Christmas is a time of year many associate 
with giving and receiving gifts. It is interesting that giving and 
receiving are actually key parts of building healthy relationships and 
can also have a profound impact on our health and wellbeing. 
 
When it comes to giving, research has shown that acts of kindness 
– giving of ourselves – are associated with a significant increase in 
the wellbeing of the person committing the acts. Those who show 
acts of kindness spread out over a week also saw a greater 
increase in wellbeing than those who showed a whole lot of kind 
acts in one day and then no more for the week. This year we have 
the opportunity to support those in our community who are less 
fortunate with the donation of a toy under our Woori Gift Giving 
Tree. What a great lesson we can teach our children, as well as the 
excitement and joy in getting a gift, to give to another child and 
know that this will make a big difference in their life. Thanks so 
much to all those who have already supported this. Your last 
opportunity to support the Gift Giving Tree will be the morning of 
Monday December 18th. 
 
When it comes to receiving, it’s not what we receive that can impact 
our wellbeing; it’s how we receive it that really matters. A number of 
studies have found a link between gratitude and mental health and 
as well as overall wellbeing. 
 
So especially at this time of the year, we should take time to reflect 
on our opportunities to give and also to be grateful for all we 
treasure and value in our lives. Remember that a gift doesn’t have 
to be big – it could be as simple as baking something special for a 
loved one or simply giving your time and focus to those in need. The 
real value isn’t in the size of the gift but in the spirit on which it is 
given and received. 
 
If there are any families within our own community who may be 
struggling financially at this time of the year, please come and see 
me before the end of the year and I can help direct you to a number 
of local services that have services in place to support you. It only 
takes a conversation. 
 
Mother Theresa so wisely said, 
 
“It is not how much we do, but how much LOVE we put into the 
doing.” 
 
Blessings, 

Veronica 
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Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

  
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbpec.com.au%2Fhomepage%2Fupcoming-events%2F&ei=FuPjVKSTFdGB8gXytIHoDA&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGfOPcppgqDTUHWV4kLpDJZaYL0gQ&ust


SPONSORS OF WOORI YALLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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Catalogue on Sale Wednesday 6th December —Tuesday  12th December  2017 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7AM-7PM MONDAY TO  
THURSDAY 

9AM-7PM 

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM FRIDAY &  
SATURDAY 

9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 9AM-5PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 

DRIVE THROUGH BOTTLE SHOP 

PHONE: 5964 7202 


