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FEBRUARY 
Tuesday 28th February  3rd instalment of Essential Education Items Due 
MARCH 
Monday 6th — Friday 17th March   Grades 1—6 Swimming 
Monday 13th  March    Labour Day Public Holiday 

This newsletter and other notices can be found on the website at www.woorips.vic.edu.au 

Dear Parents, 

 
Welcome back! 
I hope that you had a fantastic summer break and enjoyed time with family and friends.  
 
For myself I couldn’t wait to get back to school as I’m so excited and humbled to be 
the principal of Woori Yallock Primary School. I always thought I would be starting 
my principal journey at a school where no one else wanted to be the principal, a 
school in the middle of nowhere. But here I am principal of a school that was top 
three in the state for school advancement last year. A school that has been labelled 
as providing excellence for learning with outstanding researched based teaching 
practices. Last year we started with 233 students this year we are starting with 269. 
How lucky am I? 
 
WELCOME 
As a school we need to extend a big welcome to some new staff, students and parents. Jess White 
and Daniel Fielding are teaching 5/6 this year, we have Zoe McDonald in 3/4, Melissa Greig in 1/2, 
Libby Bemrose in Prep and Dave Round is our Assistant Principal. I wish them a warm Woori 
welcome and I know they are all in the right place to flourish in our culture of best practice.  As well 
as our 42 Prep students we also have a number of other students starting out at our school for the 
first time. Welcome to Tyler, Ryan, Maddy, Chelsea, Isabella, Erica, Lucas, Alex, Cailan, Kyra, 
Callum and Leisha. Again I extend a warm Woori welcome to those students and their families.  
 
CURRICULUM DAYS 
As a staff in our two days back before the students started we spent time looking at our school’s 
vision for the future and where we hope we can take the school. We examined our targets, goals and 
actions for 2017. We have aimed high in all aspects, and I’m sure we will continue to achieve great 
things.  We also discussed our school values of High Expectations and Respect which are linked to 
everything we do and are embedded in our culture.  
 
PRESENTATION OF THE SCHOOL 
If you have been into the school I hope you were really taken by how well the school is currently 
presented both inside and out. This reflects a lot of hard work from our staff and a group of parents. 
We had roof works completed over the break as well as new shelving and painting.  All staff came in 
to school well before the mandatory return of January 30

th
, setting up their classrooms and getting 

the school in good order in readiness for our students. A big thank you to Mary Menta and Glenn 
who did a power of work over the holidays including cleaning out our pet enclosure. Dani and Bill 
again have been fantastic by looking after our garden and Andrew Van Der Vlugt did some planting 
for us. 
 
The school is looking great! 
 
 

Icy Pole Friday 
Kids can buy an Icy 

Pole for $1 
Each Friday 
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Continued …….. 
 
3 DAY START UP 
Penelope Harris plans our start up program each year which is designed for us to have the best 
possible classroom environment set up for learning. This culminated in running through a banner on 
the oval, a great photo of this is now in the foyer of the school, thank you Mr Mac! 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Our school motto of ‘Take Pride At All Times’ encompasses looking good and wearing our uniform 
with pride. I understand that some parents have difficulty obtaining black shoes/runners but it is our 
school policy to have them. If you are having trouble finding black shoes to buy please ask at the 
office and our friendly office staff will suggest some places that sell them. 
 
READING EGGS/MATHLETICS/SPELLODROME 
As a school we have purchased all three of these fantastic resources for all of our students. If you 
have the internet at home then you have access to these engaging programs 24/7. If you don’t have 
the internet there will be opportunities for students to access these programs at school. Classroom 
teachers have the passwords for each student.  It will help your child greatly if you can encourage 
them to use these programs. 
 
If you have a questions or queries please come and see Dave (our Assistant Principal) or myself, we 
are on duty before and after school every day. 
 
And remember when life gets a little difficult escape to the wonderful world of a book! 
 
Thank you to all that have wished me well over the past few weeks, I very much appreciate the 
support you all have for our great school. 
 
Oliver Thockloth 
Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole school community for making me feel 
incredibly welcome and part of Woori Yallock Primary School during the first two weeks of term. My 
quick background story is that I have been teaching for 15 years  in the classroom at primary school 
level, studied in the USA, run physical education programs at two schools, taught at SEDA and run 
the numeracy program at my previous school.  
 
I’m very passionate about student learning and development both in the classroom and as a whole 
person and am excited by the opportunity to work with the incredibly talented and motivated staff at 
Woori Yallock.  
 
Please feel free to come and introduce yourself over the next couple of weeks and if you have any 
concerns, questions or ideas, I would welcome the opportunity to sit and talk through the issues with 
you.  
 
Thank you again for making me feel so welcome, I look forward to working with you all throughout 
2017. 
 
David Round 
Assistant Principal 
 



Wellbeing Report—Welcome Everyone! 

Dates- 
Woori Wallabies Playgroup -starting Tuesday 16

th
 Feb in the multipurpose 

1:30-3:00pm 
Breakfast program Tues & Thurs-cooking room 8:15am onwards 
Homework club-will start in Term 2 
Every Thursday 9-10am-parent morning coffee in the multipurpose room 
Interchange sibling club-starting Thursday 11

th
 Feb 3:10-5:15pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’ve had a great start back to school! One of the reasons for this was seeing how well prepared the 
students were and the time parents invested in setting their children up for a successful year.  It’s a 
normal reaction for some parents to feel nervous about a new school year. Some children will 
experience separation anxiety and so will parents.  Speak to them about their worries and listen with 
empathy. Always acknowledge their feelings as this will give them a sense of control. Predictability is 
important for children to feel confident from the beginning so please be punctual at drop off and pick 
up time at the end of the day. Children pick up on what is being modelled so showing them that you 
are calm, supportive and positive will help your child feel confident and competent.  Following a 
routine, getting plenty of sleep and eating healthily supports good physical and mental health and 
promotes a successful school experience.  
   

Health  
I encourage parents to investigate any potential sickness 
complaints.  Please encourage your child to practice good 
personal hygiene by washing hands regularly.  All the 
classrooms have hand sanitiser available for children to use .   It 
isn’t fun to be sick at school and there are exclusion periods for 
some health conditions.  Don’t forget to tell us of any phone 
or emergency contact changes so we can reduce your child’s 
concern if they need to be picked up.  In case of a toileting 
accident please supply a change of underwear in your child’s 
bag. 
 
We have also had a number of hot days this summer so 

freezing cold drinks and adding them to your child’s school bag will help keep lunchboxes fresh 
longer. A reminder that school hats are compulsory and I would like parents to be active with 
encouraging children to wear sunscreen.  
 
Head lice will be a problem from time to time at Woori Yallock Primary School and it is important to 
work together as a school community to minimise the frustration caused by the problem.  There has 
been a reported case this week in the 1/2 area so I ask all parents to regularly screen your child and 
please tell us in order to minimise the concern in the school.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities and Supports 
We promote many opportunities for families and students to be an active part of our local community 
and encourage parents to be a part of our extra-curricular activities.  Our welfare team are available 
to support families in times of need as we have established partnerships with a number of services.    
We offer playgroup on Tuesday afternoons, Homework Club in Term 2, student mentors, weekly 
parent coffee catch ups, parent forums, chess at lunchtime, regular activities at recess/lunch breaks, 
holiday camps for students, soup days in winter and many other activities throughout the year.  We 
would love to meet you so see myself or Veronica for further information!   
 

2017 Intervention Programs 
We offer a number of programs that help strengthen student 
learning outcomes- 
LLI 
Fast for Word 
Quick Smart Literacy 
Quick Smart Numeracy 
 
 

Attendance & Absences 
Schools are required to work towards IMPROVING THE 
ATTENDANCE and PUNCTUALITY RATES of our students. We encourage all parents to call the 
office when your child is going to be away. Also a note explaining their absence is required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget about second Hand Uniform! 
Veronica and I accept and appreciate all second hand uniform donations. Thank you to those parents 
for the donations of spare clothing. We regularly assist children with toileting accidents and we are 
desperate for small sized girl’s underwear and socks.  We try hard to avoid asking parents to come 
down to change their child so any donations will help out enormously.  Also, provide your child with a 
change of underwear in their bag.  All funds raised support our school breakfast program. Your 
generosity allows all our children to have a healthy start to the day.  Keep them coming! 



Food Bank Victorian School’s Breakfast Program- Breakfast Club Tues 
& Thurs at 8am 

 
A good breakfast can not only change a child’s morning it can 
make a big difference to their learning and behaviour. 
Unfortunately 1 in 7 Australian children arrive at school each 
day without having had breakfast (Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, 2013).  We are lucky to have been chosen to be one 
of the 500 schools across Victoria that will receive breakfast 
staple foods including oats, wheat bix, canned fruit, UHT milk 
and baked beans. This program will strengthen the resources 
we have to run our Breakfast Program. Don’t forget, Breakfast 
Club at school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the cooking 
room from 8:15am!  
 

Playgroup Tuesday’s 1:30-3:00pm Multi-purpose Room 
 
Welcome everyone, our starting time is at 1.30pm, but please don't be put 
off coming if you can't get here in time - just come when you can! This term 
we will look at a number of themes starting with connections between 
families and people. We hope to offer stimulating craft activities and we will 
have Maria from Yarra Junction Library come along to share and read 
popular books again!  

 
State School Relief 
We can help families who are experiencing financial hardship to purchase school uniform.  Please see 
me for assistance.   
 

Staff Car Park  
Particularly in the mornings it would help staff enormously that parents please park only in the public 
parking areas.   
 
 
 
 



Technology Literacy  
Many of our younger children are using technology at home and I would like to encourage parents to 
be aware of using the  privacy settings especially when using social networking sites.  
 
The internet is a wonderful place for children to learn and have fun, but there are also dangers, and it 
is important that children are safe while online.  Here at Woori Yallock Primary School we are 
committed to on-going education about safe and responsible online behaviours and this is best 
imparted in partnership with parents and guardians.  It’s vital that children learn to be safe and 
responsible for the use of digital technologies including computers, net books, IPAD’s, phones, 
cameras etc. We would like to encourage parents to work with us and reassure this behaviour at 

home. 
  
When children use the school's internet connection there are several 
safeguards in place to ensure that inappropriate material is not allowed 
through, so that the children can enjoy using the internet safely. 

 
If your child has access to the internet at home, we strongly advise you to take a look at the link to the 
ACMA website, www.cybersmart.gov.au which offers advice, information and resources to help you 
find out more about how to keep your child safe online. The ACMA has a number of education 
resources for use in schools and at home. 
 

Back to School Tips  
 Support your child with schoolwork and school life. Show interest by asking what your child has 

done during the day, what homework they are working on, and whether they need any help.  
 Get involved in school life, through parent-teacher interviews, helping out in the classroom, or 

volunteering in the many projects and activities running at school. 
 Focus on your child’s strengths and the effort they put in. Praise your child for what they’re good 

at, and let them know you’re proud of them for trying things they find difficult. 
 Talk with the teacher/staff to find out how your child is going. A good relationship between 

school and home will ensure the best outcomes for your child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Primary Wellbeing Officer 
Andre Campbell 

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au


 

 

 

 
 
A very warm welcome back to school, especially to all our new families and staff that have joined us 
for the first time in 2017.  I am confident you will find that the community that you are now a part of is 
one of genuine care and support for our families. I’m really looking forward to getting to know you, so 
please come and say hello and let us know if there is anything we can do to make your experience at 
our school positive and happy. 
 
During the school break I had the pleasure of taking my 7 year old grand-daughter to the movies to 
see ‘Sing’ and ‘Ballerina.’ There were a few common themes woven through both stories that I would 
like to mention. These were 
 

Daring to dream and not giving up on these dreams. 
Taking healthy risks and not being afraid of failure. 
Conquering your fears and pushing through 
The power of encouragement. 
The positive difference of having ‘others’ who believe in you. 
 

What stands out the most for me, is how simple and uncomplicated it is to be the voice of affirmation 
in the life of another. This is an area that I really want to improve in. Why? Because it has the 
possibility of helping others achieve their goals and make their dreams a reality.   Our spoken words 
can have the power to either build up and encourage or deflate and destroy. Did you know that for 
every negative comment, it takes 10 positive comments to repair the damage? 
 
When I reflect on my earlier years, it was the encouragement I received from friends and family that 
really meant the most. Their kind words helped me along the journey when I was tempted to doubt 
myself or settle for mediocrity.  
 
When our children share their hopes and dreams, let’s strive to be the  adults in their lives who believe 
in them. Help our children to become excited about future possibilities. Parents who become the ‘wind 
beneath their wings.’  
 
Finally:  “Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly  
                 endless.”     - Mother Teresa     
 
Blessings, 
Veronica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 2nd March 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Last year I was blessed with an amazing opportunity that I have worked hard for, for the past 3 years 
with drama lessons.  December last year my family and I headed to Disney World, Orlando, we stayed 
at Disney World Dolphin Resort  It had the most magical grounds but I hardly got to see it because I 
was so busy preparing for my life time experience!  At the end of the week I was showcasing myself to 
industry professionals from all over the world in hope of someone discovering me and sign me to an 
agency!  
 
My mum and I arrived in Orlando first (with late flights and eventually arriving at 4am) and my dad was 
going to fly in the next day, unfortunately my dad’s flight was cancelled, so he drove  10 hours across 
the country to get to Orlando.  At 6pm I had to register and get my schedule for the next 4 days and got 
to bed to rest for the next day. 
 
The first day I met my group and my competition, I met lots of different personalities.  The girls my age 
that were from countries all over the world but we all had the same passion for acting in common.  Day 
1 I had a one on one with Disney celebrities Peyton list, Madison Hu and Hayden Byerly,  The second 
day we had more practise sessions with our trainers and at 8pm we had the exciting opening ceremony 
 
The next day we had more practice sessions with our group and we repeatedly practiced all of our 
commercials, monologues, soap opera and sitcom scenes and modeling runway followed by a dance 
party, Peyton List and her twin brother Spencer List had a dance off and that was so funny. The 
following two days were filled with modeling runway shows or performing in a small room with only 
about 12 kids and 8 industry professionals, they were long stressful but fun days that just made me 
realise I was exactly where I wanted to be, and doing exactly what I thrive on, by the last few 
performances I wasn't even nervous anymore.  The last day we had call backs from the agents only 75, 
kids out of 700, kids got instant call backs, and I was lucky enough to be one of them.  My parents are 
currently following up with my call backs and I'm excited to see what the next step is, in the mean time 
I'll keep performing and public speaking as much as I can because it's what I love .  My experience has 
changed my life and prospective on the industry in so many ways! And the world better be ready for 
me..... 
Jena Joy 
  

 

 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BIG THANKS TO LAUNCH FRESH FOR PROVIDING FRESH FRUIT FOR OUR 





 

Please bring your Bendigo Bank passbooks to school on 
Wednesdays 

 
Thank you, Lani & Ellen 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbpec.com.au%2Fhomepage%2Fupcoming-events%2F&ei=FuPjVKSTFdGB8gXytIHoDA&bvm=bv.85970519,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGfOPcppgqDTUHWV4kLpDJZaYL0gQ&ust


 
 
 

 

PHONE: 5964 7202 

SPONSORS OF WOORI YALLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

DRIVE THROUGH BOTTLE SHOP 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 7AM-7PM MONDAY TO  

THURSDAY 

9AM-7PM 

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM FRIDAY &  

SATURDAY 

9AM-9PM 

SUNDAY 9AM-5PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 

Catalogue on Sale Wednesday  15th February  —Tuesday  21st  February  2017 


